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ſand againſt your common enemy, overcome every difficulty, 
and at laſt attain eternal Glory. Be aſſured that your honour, 
your holineſs, your happineſs, are what we earneſtly. wiſh, 
with every thing contained therein, or connected therewith 
If indeed you are what you profeſs to be, the children of 
God, the followers of Chriſt, and the heirs of Heaven, your 
happineſs admits neither bf doubt nor of deſcription, We 
have addreiled you from the Preſs and Pulpit ; have often 
addreſſed God with and for you; and permit us now to re- 
mind you, that God himſelf, in your own nature, will ſoon 
- addreſs you, when the whole world ſhall, be convened before 
him, and to every individual the addreſs will be, Go thor 
curſed, or, Come thou bleſſed.” The Judge ſhall deſeend; the 
dead ſhall be raiſed ;* the books ſhall be opened; and all the 
fates of men finally and eternally fixed: May you, may we 
be found cf him in peace, without fpot or wrinkle, or any 
uch thing! Often we have aſſemblęed and took ſweet counſel 
together here on Earth, may it be our happineſs to meet in 
Heaven! | EA 45}; od arent See A Ta 3 EI 


May you who have been our care and charge below, be 
our crown of rejoicing above! Examine how it is between 
Jod and your own Souls. Try, prove your own ſelves ; 55 
know you not your own ſelves, how that jeſus Chrift is in 
you, except ye be reprobates ? Bring your hearts and works 
to the touch : ſtone of truth; judge your own ſelves, that ye 
be not condemned with the world. Look narrowly and care- 
fully into your caſe. Be not partial. Beware of flattery, eſpc- 
cially ſelf-flattery, Satan will ſift you as wheat if * poſſible. 
He glories in the fall of a Chriſtian, We entreat you, 
therefore, to be watchful ; look upon every fin as a vile chief 
that is come to rob, and murder you; recolle& what the Saints 
have ſuffered through it in the days of old, and what many 
Have ſuffered on this account in your own times, and under 
Pour own eyes. Remember refractory Fonah, in the bottoms 
of the mountains and the belly of hell. Femern er Peter's 
bitter tears, and David's broken bones. Call to mind the 
many cautions and dehortations againſt it in the Bible. Reflect 
how it diſgraces the Chriſtian Character; diſtreſſes your fello ? 
Saints; opens the mouths of infidels, unbelievers, and. ſome 
_ profeſſors ; grieves the Holy Spirit; makes awful havock of 
the peace and tranquillity of your own minds; brings cold- 
neſs, darkneis, and fear into the ſoul; cauſes ſhyneſs between 
you and Chriitiay Friends; nay between you and God alſo, 
which is worſt of all. How many of the Children of God 
.. have gone penfive, ſorrowful, and fighing to their graves, 
through the indulgence of ſome fin, in ſome unhappy, = 
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fatal moment? The bitter remembrance of ſlips and, falls fince 
they knew the Lord, has bit as a ferpent, and.ſtung like an 
adder. . Keep your attention therefore on-ſin (and may the 
Lord keep his mercitul attention on you!) Watch the mo- 
tions, the methods, the advances of fin. Don't parley, or 
_capitylate with it; reſiſt it ſtedfaſtly in the ſtrength of God 
at its firſt onſets; give it no countenance or quarter ; one 
moment's hefitition may furniſh out trouble, grief, and ſor- 
row for many years. Take care of fins of omiſſion as well as 
of commiſſion; the latter may indeed ſeem more heinous in 
the ſight of men, but it does not hence follow, that they are 
more ſo in the fight, of God. It is no doubt highly criminal 
70 do what God has expreſly forbidden; but it is every whit 
as criminal xt to do what he has commanded. Be careful 
then that you ſplit not on this rock. Some profeſſors may 
_ amuſe themſelves. with what we may call a zegative Religion; 
they are no drunkards, no ſwearers, no extortioners, &c, but 
are, they not neglectors of prayer, of reading the bible, and 
many other ordinances of God? Is it known what good they 
ever did? what friendſhip they have ſhewa to miniſters, to 
churches, to pcor; to perſecuted Saints? Do they go out to 
Jeſus without the camp bearing his reproach ? Do they ſeek 
firſt the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs ? Is religion 
their chief buſineſs? Are they dead to the world, to ſelf, and 
fin? Are they valiant for the truth upon the earth? Will 
they ſtand ſtedfaſt through the fire and the water to God and 
his Goſpel ? Alas, no! At beſt they are but as a kind of 
neutrals in religion, 8 "OA 


But beloved, if theſe things may be ſaid of formaliſts, and 
outer-court worſhippers, let them not be ſo much as named 
among you who have places in the Houſe of God, and are 
called Saints, Do you wiſh to be happy? Then pray, and 
firive too, to be holy, If you would proſper in your fouls, 
attend with all poſſible diligence to all the means and ordinances 
of God. Were you hungery, would you not ſeek for food ? 
Or fick, would you not wiſh tor a phytician ? Or cold and 
naked, would you not wiſh for clothing, warmth, and nouriſh= 
ment? And would not all this be right? Would it not be 
rational? Pray then, dear Brethren, act rationally in religion. 
Do not be contented with a mere name in your profeſſion. 
The religion of the heart is the religion of Jeſus, and this will 
be ſeen, mult be ſeen, in the life. Permit us then to tell you 
in love and faithfulneſs, before God, Angels, and Men, that 
if you do not duly attend to all the means and ordinances of 
his Houſe, you will as ſurely ſuffer tor jt as God is true and 
faithful; and ſufter too in the worit ſenſe you can ſuffer in 
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this world, namely, in your Souls! Deadneſs, darkneſs, bar- 
renneſs, Ke. will eize you, God will withdraw from you 
im a way of mercy, and come upon you in a way of anger 
and juſt diſpleathie, And how can you ſtand when God 
doth this? Have you never ſtood trembling before an earthly. 
father, and at the very ſound of his foot or his voice, aud 
eſpecially at the fight of the rod? And ſtill more when under 
the ſmart thereof? And do you not tremble before God ? 
Do you not ſhudder at the idea of offending him ? If not, 
where are your conſciences ? Where is your love to Chriſt ? 
What do you mean by your profeſſion ? Is the Supper of the 
Lord, and thoſe other bleſſed appointments of his Houſe, to 
be trifled with ? Remember what you have read in the ſcrip- 
tures of the ſuſſerings, wars, bloodſhed, peſtilence, famine, 
diſperſions, captivities, and miſeries of Iſrael of old; and 
what was all this for? Was it becauſe God felighery 3 in their 


calamities? No! Was it not becauſe he deteſted their ini- 


quities? Surely it was! Amongſt us, nothing pleaſes a parent bet- 
ter than the dutiful behaviour of his children; and what is more 
honourable or acceptable to God than the dutiful behaviour of 
his Children? Our obligations to Obedience a!2 innumerable; 
they crowd in upon us from every quarter. If we conſider 
What we were, are, and ſhall be: if we recollect what we 
have ſometimes wiſned, vowed and reſolved : as alſo what 


God has promiſed and commanded, there is no end of our 
obligations to God. Let us turu our attention to the Croſs: 


there the bleſſed Redcemer ſuffered for us, that we might 
know, love, follow, obey and enjoy him for ever. As hence 
you derive your hopes of everlaſting Salvation, ſo likewiſe 
your ſtrongeſt motives to a holy Converſation, And you will 
give us lcave to remind you, that the fins of believers are 
abundantly more aggravated, than the fins of others. Your. 
privileges are not of a common kind; they exceed in value 
and duration every thing this world affords, as light exceeds 
darkneſs, or as the heavens are higher than the earth, Da 


you conſider, dear Brethren ! avha? you are, arg? you are, 


and where you are going? Are you not Advocates for Grace, 
and Candidates for Glory ? Have you not bidden farewell to 
fin, the world, and your own righteouſneſs ? Go on then, 
and ſhew yourſelves Men.! Grace fully adorn the Doctrine 

of God your Savior in all thipgs! Stand faſt in the faith. 
Fight manfully for Chriſt, Prove yourſelves to be uſeful 
Members of Society, Fill up your ſeveral places in the 
World, the Family, and the Church. Shew your affection. 
to your Miniſters, by ſteadily attending their Miniftrations. 
While they ſtand vp, for truth, ſtand up for them. While 
they. march at Four head agaiuſt the common enemy, 1 
| | them 
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them clofe and ſteady in your bleſſed Mafter's name and 
ſtrength. Act all together as an army with Banners. Be 
unanimous in all matters of Church Diſcipline and Govern- 
ment. Read your Bibles daily, and like the good Man of 
old, pray to God alway. Have you not ever found your Jeſus 

a kind Friend and a good Maſter ? his ways pleaſantneſs and 
bis paths peace? Proceed then in the all-conquering ſtrength 
of divine Grace thro' the remainder of your pilgrimage till 
your work is done, and you are taken home. Remember 
how much a holy conduct recommends religion to thoſe that 
are enquiring the way to Zion, and ſtops the mouths of 
profane flanderers. If you are reproached for righteouſneſs 
ſake, take it patiently ; *tis your honor, as well as your lot ; 
but if you ſuffer for evil- * the ſhame, as well as the lin, 
is your own. 

But give us 6 leave now, as we . laid before: you vari- 
ous exhortations, warnings and cautions, more fully to re- 
wind you of your privileges and encouragements ſuggeited 
in the word of God. We will not put you upon making 
Bricks without Straw ; or ſet you to work without ſtrength. 
Let us now meet you as Abigail met David with loaves of 
bread, bottles of wine, bunches of raiſins, and cakes of ſigs; 
or, to ſpeak heerally, let us remind you of the promiſes and 
privileges of the Goſpel, the ſweet and precious things of 
God. —Here we muſt not forget to mention the conf: derable 
increaſe of many of the Churches, the laſt year. And 1s 
there no encouragement to be drawn from. hence ? Surely 
there is. Here is ground of hope at leaſt, that our preach- 
ing, and your praying, hath not been altogether in vain : 
like the Sword of Saul, and the Bow of Jonathan, have not 
returned empty. This is a mercy, and affords encourage- 
ment to continue reaſoning with men, and wreſtling with 
God, —Bur this is not all. We have greater things than thefe 
to ſtir up your pure minds by way of remembrance, tho' ve 
know them, and are eſtabliſhed in them, Are you not the 
beloved and choſen of God? Redeeined and juſtified by 
Chriſt'? Called and ſanctified by the Spirit? Has not God 
engaged, by promiſe and oath, to de your God, and to keep 
you from falling, and to preſent you faultleſs before hiz 
throne ? Nay, he hath ſaid, / «vill never leave you, nor for- 
Jake you, In ſhort, every Perfon and Perfection in God, 
c:ery Providence in the World, and every Promiſe in the 
Bible, is intereſted in vour favor ; yea, Lands as it were 
engaged to tee you ſafe in Heaven. I 
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Are any of you poor in this world? remember you aro 
rich in faith, and heirs of a kingdom. Are any of you 
aſſaulted, toſſed and tempted by Sin and Satan? the Lord 
has ſaid, he vill lay your ſloncs ævith fair colours, and your 
Joundatious with ſapphires ; make your <vindews of agates, your 
gates of carbuncles, and all your borders of pleaſant flones.— Arg 
any of you lamenting the Loſs of friends or relations? re- 
member that your Redeemer ever lives; that he 1s a friend 
that ſticketh cloſer than a brother. Do any of you meet 
with reproaches, crnel mockings, and other kinds of perſe- 
cution for Chriſt's ſake? happy are vou, for the Spirit of 
God and of Glory reſteth upon you. In a word, wait a ſhort 
ſeaſon, and every grievance ſhall be redreft. Vet a little 
while, and he that iball come, will come, and will not tarry. 
The Lord is at hand. Soon he will make the clouds his 
chariots, and fly upon the wings of the wind. Chernbims and 
GSeraphims ſhall attend him with all his Saints above. Then 
hall we he caught up to meet him, and ſo ſhall we ever bs 
with the Lord. Have Patience, have Courage, and all will 
be over by and by. O Brethren ! we congratulate you on 
the bleſſed proſpect. The Lord grant we may meet you all, 
at that great and bleſſed day! Brethren, for the preſent, fare- 
well. God only knows which of us may live to addreſs you 
another year, or which of you may live to be addreſt. May 
the Lord bleſs you, and keep you from evil! May you live 
in Peace, and the God of Love and Peace ſhall be with you! 


Au now wnto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to 
 preſeut you faultleſs before the preſence of his Glory with exceeding 
Joy; to the only wiſe God our Sevior, be glory and vtajeſty, domi- 
nion and poaver, both new and ever, Amin, 


Signed, in behalf of the Meſſengers, by the Moderator, 


JOSHUA THOMAS. 
2, AP 66 1 
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N.. Tueſday evening the Meſſengers arrived in ſafety, and 
() after a little time ſpent in prayer, Brother Twomas was 
choſen Moper ator, and the Letters from the ſeveral Churches 
were read ; the contents of which were conſidered. In ſeve- 
ral of them ſome notice was taken of the ſituation of things 
between America and the Mother Country, particularly to urge 
the neceſfity of a Day of Faſting, Humtliation, and Prayer, 
that it may pleaſe God to have mercy on us, to pardon our 
ſins, and put a ſptedy ſtop to out unhappy diſputes: That 
vur privileges may be continued to us, and we enabled to 
value and improve them more to the glory of God, and our 
own good. | ; 5 
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We met again on Wedneſday morning at 6 o'clock for 
prayer. Brother Tux N ER produced the Circular Letter, 
which was read and approved. At 10 o'clock the Public 
Meeting was introduced by finging, Brother HILLER praycd, 
Brother WIL ILS preached from Col. iv. 2. and Erother SIN 
'NiR concluded the morning ſervice. At 2 o'clock the Publio 
Meeting was introduced as before. Brother SMI TA prayed, 
Brother As H preached from Mark xvi. 15. and Brother 
Thon As concluded by prayer. We had ancther ſervice in the 
evening introduced by ſinging; Brother Loa p prayed, Bro- 
ther Law, Bur rRR wok TH preached from Acts xxviii. 22. 
and concluded the ſervice of the day by prayer. Met again 

next morning for prayer and ſome private buſineſs, and the 
Moderator concluded the Aſſociation by prayer, 
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interpoſition of Divine Providence to put 4 ſtop to the un- 


happy diſputes between the Mother Ceuntry and the Colo- 
wes, that the effuſiort of human blood'may be beitet be and 
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1 next Aſſociation to be at e to meet 1 1581 


| day evening 1n the Whitſun week. Our Brethren BEDDOM 
| has SKIN * to preach; in caſe of failure, N . 
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